
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1273 September 13, 1907 

rats from infected localities are likely to be imported and spread in- 
fection among indigenous rats or where contaminated goods infect 
healthy rats. 

Measures in infected localities. — With regard to infected areas the 
only measures on a large scale available are inoculation, evacuation, 
and disinfection of infected houses and destruction of rats. * * * 
Evacuation of an infected locality and inoculation promptly carried 
out will stop any epidemic. In Cape Town plague was becoming 
serious among the Kaffirs. It was decided to remove them from their 
dwellings, where they were crowded together under most insanitary 
conditions, as bad as. if not worse than, any in India. In the course 
of a week from 7,000 to 8,000 were removed to a small village pre- 
pared for them and all were inoculated. The epidemic ceased among 
them, and although after two or three days' rest, in order that they 
should recover from the malaise caused by the inoculation, they came 
in regularly to Cape Town and often worked in infected portions of 
the town, they remained free from the disease. 

In an infected area the measures to be adopted are controlled to 
some extent by circumstances. In some localities all the measures 
mentioned can be brought to bear, and of course these are the best 
conditions for success ; but if plague is in a village where there are no 
means of disinfecting the huts and destroying the rats during the 
process of disinfection, then evacuation and inoculation are the only 
measures that can be practiced, and if inoculation is carried out the 
evacuation need only be as long as is necessary to allow of time for 
the inoculations. 

Doctor Simpson recommends the exposure of grain to the sun, boiling the 
infected clothing, and general destruction of rats ; and he insists particularly on 
fumigation by sulphur for the destruction not only of plague germs, but of all 
rats, fleas, bugs, and other insects in houses. On this subject he says : 

Everything is disinfected in situ; the only articles that require 
to be removed are such foodstuffs as flour, fresh fruits, fish, and meat. 
Rice and grain need not be removed and would be disinfected along 
with the other contents of the house. * * * .In the case of a 
plague patient being in the house and objections being raised to re- 
moval to hospital the patient can be made comfortable in a tent dur- 
ing the fumigation and be removed back to the house after twenty- 
four hours, for with the rats and insects destroyed there would be 
little danger of the spread of the disease. After the patient had re- 
covered or died the house could be again disinfected. 

In conclusion Doctor Simpson insists on the necessity of the formation of a 
special and trained plague service for the prevention and mitigation of plague 
in India. 

UNITED STATES. 

Plague in California — Service to assume charge of measures. 

Executive Office, 
Oyster Bay, N. Y., September 5, 1907. 
Surgeon-General Wyman, 

Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, 

Washington, D. G. : 
Following telegram received from mayor of San Francisco : " In 
view of existing sanitary conditions, it is desired that the Fed* 
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eral Government assume immediate charge of the measures neces- 
sary to eradicate and prevent the spread of bubonic plague in San 
Francisco. The city will do its utmost to furnish funds to pay for 
material and labor. It is requested that the Public Health and 
Marine-Hospital Service furnish sufficient number of medical officers." 
Please take action requested at once if within our powers, and com- 
municate with mayor by wire as soon as possible. 

Theodore Roosevelt. 

September 5, 1907. 
President Roosevelt, 

Oyster Bay, N. Y. : 
Telegram quoting request of mayor of San Francisco that the Pub- 
lic Health and Marine-Hospital Service take immediate charge of 
measures relating to the plague situation is received. In accordance 
with your directions immediate action will be taken and the mayor 
notified. Service officers — some especially detailed for the purpose — ■ 
have been cooperating with the local authorities and measures nec- 
essary to prevent the spread of the disease in other ports by shipping 
are well established. It is entirely within our power to assume 
charge of measures to eradicate the disease, the local authorities co- 
operating as indicated in the mayor's telegram. 

Walter Wyman. 

Note. — Passed xlssistant Surgeon Blue has arrived at San Fran- 
cisco under directions from the Bureau to assume charge of the 
plague situation, and in addition to others already there four offi- 
cers now on the way to San Francisco will report to him. A labora- 
tory has been shipped to San Francisco and is about to arrive there. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Surgeon Austin, at San Francisco, Cal., reports : 
September 7. Health Officer Bertling informs me the patient who 
died at Berkeley of plague was in hospital at Berkeley but eight 
hours and had not been away from Point Richmond for six weeks 
prior to her illness. 

September 8. Two cases plague, Midway Place. Reported yester- 
day infected rats found at city and county hospital and at North 
Beach. One-half city and county hospital disinfected yesterday with 
sulphur. 

September 9. One fatal case plague Pacific and Hyde streets. 
One case plague Twenty-second and Folsom streets. One death of 
case previously reported. Total cases to date, 21 ; total deaths, 9. 

September 11. One fatal case yesterday, Harrison street; total 
cases to date, 22 ; total deaths, 10. Completed the fumigation of city 
and county hospital yesterday. 



